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"Can Variation In Medical Practice Be Used
To Estimate Treatment Effects?"

A large body of literature has documented substantial differences in
medical practice between different geographic regions in the United
States. These studies suggest that the treatment patients receive may
often depend on where they live, the physicians they see, or the

Taylor Avenue Building

hospitals where they are treated. Increasingly, this variation in
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medical practice has been used as the basis of a natural experiment to Second Floor 2131
estimate treatment effects. We provide some examples of how this has Doll & Hill Teaching Room
been done and consider the assumptions under which such approaches
may provide useful information about the effectiveness of treatments. FLTC
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For more information:

Carol Leighton (314) 454-7940
leightonc@wudosis.wustl.edu www.publichealthsciences.wustl.edu




